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INDUSTRY is celebrating the first 
anniversary of the formation 
of the strategic trans-Tasman 
sustainable forest management 
standard reference committee, 
the first of its kind –and no one 
is more passionate about AS/NZS 
4708 than its chair Dr Gordon 
Duff, a Tasmanian-based scientist, 
professor and researcher.

The new standard will be audited for 
acceptance by PEFC International to meet 

the rigorous requirements of a fully-
fledged JAS-ANZ accredited sustainable 
forest management system and to meet 
current and future expectations for forest 
management in both countries.

With more than 25 years’ experience in 
forest management, Dr Duff understands 

how important it is for stakeholders in 
the forest products industry to have a 
standard they can trust, one that balances 
expectations for social, environmental and 
economic outcomes

“The committee is doing a great job of 
balancing the interests of all stakeholders, 
taking into account key differences in 
sustainable forest management between 
the two countries,” Dr Duff said.

One example, he said, was fire management 
which, in the Australian context, was a key 

Passionate forest scientist
driving new trans-Tasman
certification standard

Meeting  rigorous requirements of 
a fully-fledged JAS-ANZ accredited 
system

Sustainability… trans-Tasman standard meets 
current and future expectations for forest 

management in both countries.

Continued P3



responsiblewood.org.au 3

THE use of forest fibres 
in clothing is on the rise 
and is increasingly in the 
spotlight.

On the one hand, this is great 
news, as forest fibres provide a 
renewable and recyclable source 
of material. But, on the other 
hand, we don’t always know 
where these fibres come from. 
And that is a problem.

A panel, including PEFC CEO 
Ben Gunnberg, discussed 
possibilities to make the 
fashion industry more 
sustainable at a virtual 
sustainable apparel and textils 
forum.

Fashion brands source around 
6.7 million tonnes of dissolving 
wood pulp for apparel fibres 
a year. Various studies have 
found that about 50% of this 

supply is likely to come from a 
sustainable source. This means, 
at least 50% of these fibres 
are sourced from an unknown 
forest origin, which brings risks.

“This is where PEFC chain of 
custody certification comes 
in,” says Mr Gunneberg. “Chain 
of custody certification 

tracks forest fibres along the 
supply chain, so we know that 
this material came from a 
sustainably managed forest, 
and is not contributing to 
deforestation.”

PEFC-certified apparel can 
carry the PEFC label, enabling 
consumers to choose their 
clothes knowing the materials 
are sustainable, and that they 
are helping to support forests 
and those who live and work in 
them.

tool for protection and maintenance of 
forest biodiversity and ecosystem function.

“The focus in New Zealand is more on fire 
suppression or exclusion,” he said.

Dr Duff, who edits the Australian Forestry 
Journal, is well versed in corporate 
governance and has chaired the Tasmanian 
Forest Practices Authority, the Forest 
Education Foundation and the Northern 
Territory Environmental Protection 
Authority.

With a focus on producing a standard 
that balances stakeholder expectations, 
as well as one that is clear, unambiguous 
and auditable, the committee is working 
towards a release of the draft standard for 
public comment in August-September this 
year. Once released, the public will have 
more than nine weeks to review the draft 
and provide public comment.

“Drawing on the combined experience 
of the committee, the standard will use 
wording that is transparent and easily 
understood and interpreted by all involved 
in the certification process,” Dr Duff said.

Following the expiration of the public 
comment period, the committee will give 
serious consideration to all comments and 
determine which proposed changes will be 
incorporated into the standard. The draft 

standards are freely available 
on the Standards Australia and 
Responsible Wood websites.

The reference committee has 
been meeting on a weekly basis 
through video conferencing.

“While there is no doubt that meeting  
and engaging via video conference present 
some unique challenges, members of the 
committee have adapted well and are able 
to make meaningful contributions,” Dr  
Duff said.

For more information about sustainable 
forest management or the standard 
development process, visit www.
responsiblesood.org.au

Standard reference committee nominating 
bodies –

In Australia:Association of Accredited 
Certification Bodies. Australian Forest 
Growers, Australian Forest Products 
Association, CFFMEU, CSIRO, Environmental 
Farmers Association, Institute of Foresters 
of Australia, Independent biodiversity/
conservation expert, National Retailers 
Association, National Timber Council 
Association, South East Timber Association 

(community group), University of 
Melbourne, University of Sunshine Coast

In New Zealand: Federation of Maori 
Authorities, First Union-NZ, Forest 
Certification Association, Forest Contractors 
Association, Farm Forestry Association, 
Forest Owners Association, Institute of 
Forestry, Ministry of Primary Industries, 
Timber Industry Federation, Wood Product 
and Manufacturers Association, Wood 
Product and Manufacturers Association.

Dr Gordon Duff… a standard that can be trusted 
and one that balances expectations for social, 
environmental and economic outcomes.

From P2

Reference committee doing a great job 
balancing interests of all stakeholders

Fashion’s forest footprint
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Responsible Wood inspires
UQ student to great heights
A GRADUATE structural engineer at the University 
of Queensland has been awarded the inaugural 
Responsible Wood Civil Engineering Prize for 
excellence in timber design.

Bridget Scanlan is investigating computational tools for residential 
timber design for her final year thesis at the University of 
Queensland.

She has also developed new algorithms for automated building 
floor plate design from site scan data, as well as a new tilt-up 
prefabricated timber frame system.

Bridget’s prize was announced at the presentation dinner in 

Brisbane and was accepted on her behalf by thesis supervisor Dr 
Joe Gattas, a civil engineer and lecturer at UQ.

Presenting the prize, Responsible Wood CEO Simon Dorries said the 
presentation dinner provided an ideal opportunity to connect with 
the next generation of leaders in civil engineering, a generation 
increasingly concerned with the wellbeing of global forests.

Responsible Wood is the governing body in Australia for PEFC 
International, the world’s largest forest certification scheme.

“Certification plays a crucial role in ensuring forests are managed 
responsibly and sustainably, now and for multi-generational use in 
the future,” Mr Dorries said.

“Responsible Wood is committed to working with universities to 
educate tomorrow’s leaders about the power of forest certification 
for greater good.”

Bridget Scanlan, who topped the civil engineering timber design 

Bridget Scanlan swings on a prototype by Dr Joe 
Gattas, a lecturer at the University of Queensland.

Continued P5

Bridget’s goal 
to develop 
an affordable 
modular housing 
system

Ideal opportunity to connect with the next generation of 
leaders in civil engineering
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course at UQ, says the goal of her thesis is to develop an affordable 
modular housing system that can be customised to suit each site 
and its residents.

The prefabricated structure is composed of engineered timber 
I-joists that make use of lower-value wood products, which are 
connected together into portal-frame slices using a novel tension 
strap system.

“The resulting house can be quickly assembled by a few people, 
without the need for cranes or heavy transport vehicles,” Bridget 
said.

The portal frame modules can be configured to form many 
unique floor plans, allowing for various exterior finishes, and can 
be disassembled and reconfigured multiple times with minimal 
wastage.

Bridget explains: “This structural and aesthetic flexibility provides 
an opportunity for residents to customise a home that they can be 

proud of.

“‘In order to provide unique 
and practical dwellings without 
incurring costly consultant fees, 
a semi-automated design tool 
was developed to step the user 
through the decision-making 
process.

“The computational tool takes 

in a 3D model of the site from a photogrammetry scan which 

can be taken using a smartphone camera. It then generates and 

optimises the home layout for the site and user goals, based on 

criteria such as solar exposure and floor area, and presents a short-

list of high-performing options to the user.”

The workflow has been implemented in Python 3 with visualisation 

in Rhinoceros 6 Grasshopper CAD software, and could easily 

be extended to include additional criteria, structural design 

calculations and drawings, or adapted to other structural systems.

Bridget recently accepted a graduate engineer position in 

Melbourne with the Robert Bird Group, a global consulting 

engineering firm.

From P4

Simon Dorries (left) and Dr  
Joe Gattas at the presentation 
of the inaugural Responsible 
Wood Civil Engineering Prize 
for excellence in timber design 
awarded to UQ graduate 
student Bridget Scanlan.

Working with 
universities to educate 
tomorrow’s leaders 
about the power of 
forest certification for 
greater good

Practicing continuous improvement:
the evolution of PEFC standards
RESPONSIBLE Wood has 
scanned the globe for 
positive stories about 
forest certification and 
none is more appropriate 
than a message from 
PEFC CEO Ben Gunneberg 
about the development 
of PEFC standards – and 
why it is so important 
to adapt national forest 
management standards 
to local conditions.

“PEFC International develops 
sustainability benchmarks that 
are applicable globally,” he says.

“Yet the real work is done by 
local stakeholders who adapt 
them to local conditions and 
add their own requirements.”

For Ben Gunneberg, the 
strength of the PEFC standard 
development process lies 
in adapting PEFC approved 
standards to local conditions 
through the development of 
national forest management 
standards.

“In every country there’s a 
different type of forestry,” 
he said. “So in every country 
there are different factors 
which impact on how you carry 
out sustainable forestry, so 
that needs to be taken into 
consideration. You can’t have 
one size fits all.”

Mr Gunneberg says national 
standards are like the mountain, 
linking the international 
standard to what actually has 
to be done every day on the 
ground to ensure sustained 

forest management.

“The various needs and the 
requirements to interpret the 
correct implementation of 
forest management on the 
ground are then elaborated in 
that national standard.”

Ben Gunneberg… adapting PEFC 
approved standards.
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STATE business enterprise 
Sustainable Timber Tasmania is 
trialling the use of remote sensing 
technology to improve wedge-
tailed eagle management options 
for the forestry and electricity 
network industries.

With a total adult population estimated 
to be much less than 1000, and with 
existential threats to existence including 

loss of nesting habitat, nest disturbance 
and collisions, the eagle is listed as an 
endangered species.

The Tasmanian wedge-tailed eagle (Aquila 
audax fleayi) occurs only in Tasmania, 
distinguished by its size as Australia’s 
largest bird of prey inhabiting a wide range 
of habitats from the coast to highland 
areas.

Discussing ‘Project Eagle Eye’, Dr Dean 
Williams, a Sustainable Timber Tasmania 
research affiliate for the University of 
Tasmania’s ARC Centre for Forest Value, 
spoke of the importance of using a wireless 
industrial internet system to monitor 
bird activity and establish an information 

ecosystem across the Tasmanian landscape.

‘We are now testing the latest sensor 
technology, along with Long Range Wide 
Area Networks (LoRaWAN) to monitor eagle 
nest activity during wedge-tailed eagle 
breeding season,’ Dr Williams said.

The eagle’s breeding season runs from 
April until the end of January (or the end of 
February if the season runs too late) and 
can be highly disruptive to Sustainable 
Timber Tasmania’s forest management and 
electricity transmission operations.

As it stands, STT monitors nest activity 
during breeding season with a highly 

Keeping an ‘eagle eye’ on
forest management in Tassie
Remote sensors monitor endangered species

Continued P7

Treasured species… the Tasmanian wedge-tailed eagle.  (Photo: Sustainable Timber Tasmania)

The project clearly is an example of 
collaboration in action
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experienced observer flying low over the 
forest in a helicopter, close enough to the 
nests to see if they are active. The observer 
then prepares and submits a written report 
to the land manager to make operation 
decisions.

‘Through Project - Eagle Eye we hope to 
sow the seed for a digital forest, providing 
land managers with the capacity to monitor 
nest activity in real time, working in 
collaboration with a variety of stakeholders 
to preserve this treasured species for many 
generations to come,’ Dr Williams said.  

Sustainable Timber Tasmania manages 
about 800,000 ha of public production 
forest (permanent timber production zone 
land) and handles the production and 
sale of forest products, making available 
annually at least 137,000 cub m of high 
quality eucalypt sawlogs and veneer logs.

With the support of major forest managers, 
the Tasmanian forest industry regulator 
(FPA), the Tasmanian Department of 

Primary Industries, Water and Environment 
and Tasmania’s major electricity network 
manager, Sustainable Timber Tasmania, 
with the support of industry partners, has 
installed sensors on seven nest trees and 
video cameras in six of them.

“This project really is an example of 
collaboration in action, so far we have 
captured eagle activity in five of these 
nests,” Dr Williams said.  

“But there is still much work to be done, as 
it stands there are more than 1900 wedge-
tailed eagle nests listed on Tasmania’s 
biodiversity database and of those there are 
800 nest sites that can affect forest and 
power transmission management activities 
from time to time.”

A member of Responsible Wood, 
Sustainable Timber Tasmania has a 
dedicated team focused on managing the 
biodiversity of forests.

Endorsed by PEFC internationally, 
Responsible Wood is the Australian 
standard for sustainable forest 
management demonstrating through third-
party certification that forests meet social 
and environmental benchmarks.

And for Sustainable Timber Tasmania – and 
Responsible Wood – the preservation of 
Tasmania’s wedged-tailed eagle nesting 
habitat is an important part of sustainable 
forest activities.

Aquila audax fleayi… largest bird of prey in Australia.

Dr Dean Williams… monitoring nest activity in real 
time.

From P6

Sowing the seeds for digital forest
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SET in the majestic Ahuriri Valley in 
the New Zealand’s South Island, the 
Lindis Lodge blends so perfectly 
with the surrounds that you’d be 
forgiven for missing it.

A five-bedroom masterpiece the site is 
exposed to an extreme climate range 

from plus 35 deg.in summer to minus 16 
deg. in winter with severe winds a regular 
occurrence.

Carved over millions of years by the once-
fierce glacial waters of the Ahuriri River, the 
valley is now a tranquil, yet comfortingly 
rugged slice of paradise in New Zealand’s 
south. And resting almost imperceptibly on 

the valley floor is The Lindis – the luxury 
escape making waves at home and abroad.

Indeed, the lodge, designed by Architecture 
Workshop, was recognised for its design 
excellence at the prestigious World 
Architecture Festival in Amsterdam.

Continued P9

Lindis … New Zealand’s
very own slice of heaven

… where the power of nature meets 
the power of sustainable forests

PEFC-certified timber features prominently 
throughout the lodge’s interiors.

Christopher Kelly… the building wraps 
its guest in a protective cloak.
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Winning the coveted Hotel and Leisure-
Completed Buildings category and 
shortlisted for several categories including 
the PEFC supported Best Use of Certified 

Timber and the World Building of the Year, 
The Linidis was one of the most talked-
about projects at the 2019 WAF awards.

The judges described the project as “poetic, 
inspiring and sensitively considered, with 
sustainability at its best, from water 
treatment, heating and cooling to the 
natural ventilation and insulation.”

For architect Christopher Kelly of 
Architecture Workshop, who was in 
Amsterdam to present to the jury for 
the awards, the fabulous New Zealand 
landscape was an inspiration.

“The lodge effectively forms a new ground; a 

constructed topography that adds a further 
fold within the continuity of the existing 
glacial moraine. The building wraps its guest 
in a protective cloak, and we hope heightens 
their capacity to appreciate in wonder the 
special landscape of the Ahuriri.”

Besting 16 of the best hotels from around 
the globe, timber was a key feature in the 
lodge’s design – with responsibly-sourced 
timber featured extensively throughout the 
hotel.

PEFC New Zealand’s Jason Ross says The 
Lindis is one of a growing number of New 
Zealand projects now choosing responsibly-
sourced timber.

“Building professionals today recognise the 
power of forest certification, and its growing 
importance in supporting the ongoing 
health of global forests,” Mr Ross said.

“PEFC claims on timber provide architects 

and builders with assurance that timber is 
sourced from sustainable forests and that 
timber carries a chain of custody on supply,” 
Mr Ross said.

As supporters of the Resene 2020 NZ Wood 
Timber Design Awards, PEFC New Zealand 

has recognised that a growing number of 
entries have embraced PEFC in building 
projects.

“Whether it’s New Zealand grown or 
imported from overseas, a number of entries 
have consciously selected timber materials 
that originate from forests participating in 
the PEFC forest certification scheme,” Mr 
Ross said.

From P8

Inspired by the landscape – the project was one of the most 
talked about at the 2019 World Architecture Festival

Lindis Lodge is one of a growing 
number of New Zealand projects 
choosing responsibly-sourced timber.
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QUEENSLAND-based HQPlantations is one of 28 
forests certified under AS 4708 – Sustainable Forest 
Management in Australia.

This standard allows Australian forest growers to make 
Responsible Wood and PEFC claims on forest products. 
Underpinning certification is a commitment by forest growers to 
the conservation and rejuvenation of forests.

The extensive 85,000-ha Tuan-Toolara pine plantation on 
Queensland’s Fraser Coast is 
one of the largest contiguous 
plantation estates in Australia. 
Managed by HQPlantations, the 
state’s largest private plantation 
grower, it supports a thriving 
regional forest sector producing 
products as diverse as house 
framing timbers, landscaping 
timbers, engineered beams, 
power poles other roundwood 

products, medium density fibreboard panels, wood pellets for 
renewable power, and bark and potting mix for the landscape and 
nursery industries.

Each year, around 2500 ha is harvested and replanted with over 2.4 
million locally-grown pine seedlings.

While the harvest, replanting and protection of the plantations is a 
major focus, HQPlantations is also responsible for the management 
of adjacent native forest buffers. These areas, which make up 
almost 40% of managed lands, provide valuable habitats for native 
plants and animals and help to protect water quality and stream 
flows.

Covering more than 5000 ha, the Tinana Creek-Coondoo Creek 
riparian corridor is one of the largest native forest buffers in 
Tuan-Toolara plantation. This important area supports significant 
biodiversity values including endangered subtropical lowland 
rainforest and several threatened species such as the giant barred 
frog and the Mary River cod.

Tuan-Toolara: riparian
corridors and biodiversity
... the case for sustainable forest management

Continued P11

Native forests managed 
by HQPlantations 
provide valuable 
habitats for native 
plants and animals and 
help to protect water 
quality and stream 
flows

Supporting biodiversity values  
and threatened species… the  
giant barred frog.
Photos: Kelvin and Amelia Neilsen

Forest kingfisher… recording  
seasonal patterns in bird movements.
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HQPlantations, a significant land manager within the catchment, 
seeks to maintain and enhance these values as part of its 
commitment to long-term forest stewardship.

In recent years, HQPlantations, supported by federal government 
funding, has worked with local stakeholders to revegetate 
weed-infested or previously cleared areas along the Tinana 
Creek-Coondoo Creek corridor. These projects provide excellent 
opportunities for the forest grower to strengthen existing 
partnerships and create new ones with a wide range of local 
stakeholders.

Seedlings are sourced from local Landcare groups with some 
raised at the HQPlantations Toolara nursery using locally collected 
seed. So far, more than 50,000 seedlings have been planted. Most 
on-ground work has been capably performed by local contractor 
Rick Sizer, supported by 
Gympie Landcare workers. 
As well as planting, this 
includes controlling weeds and 
protecting and assisting natural 
regeneration where it is present.

Baseline environmental monitoring has commenced at some sites 
with ‘bio-condition’ plots established by Mary River Catchment 
Coordination Committee staff to monitor changes in vegetation 
structure and diversity over time. Complementing this, local 
naturalists Kelvin and Amelia Neilsen from Cooloola Nature 
conduct quarterly bird surveys at the Tinana Yards revegetation 
site near Toolara Forest station to record changing seasonal 
patterns in bird movements as the revegetation project matures. 
To date more than 100 different species have been recorded.

For more information about 
HQPlantations, visit  
www.hqplantations.com.au

From P10

Recording seasonal patterns in bird movements as the 
revegetation project matures. More than 100 different 
species have been identified

Planted seedlings and 
natural regeneration.

Riparian rainforest 
along Tinana Creek.
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Sustainable forests and the
plight of a feathered NZ icon
Operation Nest Egg is saving the eastern brown kiwi

THE kiwi is an unmistakeable 
national icon – a bird cherished 
by all New Zealand cultures and 
especially treasured by Māori.

Now, the kiwi is under threat with the 
population reducing and up to 27 kiwi being 
killed every week.

In 2000, the presence of eastern brown kiwi 
and kārearea (New Zealand’s only native 
falcon species) was discovered through a 
survey of Omataroa Forest, prompting the 
development of a pest control plan which 
led to the establishment of the Omataroa 
Kiwi Project. Rayonier Matariki Forests 
works with the Omataroa Kiwi Project to 
provide intensive trapping, pest control 
management and buffer trappings to 
protect kiwi from predators in the forest 

surrounding Puhikõkõ native reserve. The 
project’s activities include regular predator 
control, monitoring, catching and tagging 
kiwi, and participating in Operation Nest 
Egg, a national program that involves 
removing vulnerable kiwi eggs and young 
chicks from the burrows until they can be 
safely returned to the wild without risk of 
predation.

Alongside Omataroa Rangitaiki Trust No.2, 
Rayonier Matariki Forests is providing 
a unique and inspirational learning 
opportunity for children at local school

Te Kura o Te Teko focusing on kiwi 
conservation and the wider biodiversity of 
Omataroa Forest.

For Rob Schoonderwoerd, district forester 
for Rayonier Matariki Forests’ Bay of 
Plenty region, the survey began a 20-year 
relationship with the Omataroa Kiwi project 
team and the Omataroa Rangitaiki Trust 
No.2. 

“To be able to undertake the project within 
a production forest while harvesting and 
reestablishment operations are carried out 
illustrates the desire of all parties to make 
this project a success,” Rob said.

Deputy chair of Omataroa Rangitaiki 
Trust No.2 Jane Waldon says the trust’s National program removes young 

chicks from the burrows so they can 
safely returned to the wild

Te Teko Texas Rangers 
with Rayonier Matariki 
Forests visitors… a 
partnership between 
Rayonier Matariki 
Forests and the 
Omataroa Kiwi 
Project has provided 
an inspirational new 
learning opportunity for 
children at Te Kura o Te 
Teko School.

Continued P13
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relationship with Rayonier Matariki Forests 
has really blossomed over the last few 
years.

“We share similar values which make for a 
great partnership,” Jane said.

The forest occupies 7777 ha of forest area, 
a mix of exotic production forest and 
indigenous forest (Puhikākō) which has 
been set aside as a reserve by the Māori 
landowners. Puhikōkō Native Reserve is the 
home of the Omataroa Kiwi Project.

Te Teko local Ian Tarei, is Omataroa Kiwi 
Project manager and has been involved 
with the project since its beginning 13 years 
ago. Ian, who descends from the original 
ancestors of the area, knows the land like 
the back of his hand and there are few – if 
any – who could match the passion he 
holds for its wellbeing.

A crucial part of his operation is the 
management of an intensive integrated 
animal pest control program and this 
requires the setting and monitoring of 
more than 1500 traps in the buffer area 
surrounding Puhikōkō and 520 traps within 
the reserve.

Ian Tarei also employs a growing number 
of local rangatahi who are taught trapping, 
monitoring and bush skills, instilling in them 
a sense of guardianship (kaitiakitanga) for 
their local forests, as well as providing full 
time paid employment.

“When the project was established 13 
years ago, it was estimated there were only 
around 30 kiwi in the area but now there 
are more than 60 kiwi pairs estimated to 
be in the reserve and many more sighted 
outside of the reserve,” Ian Tarei said.

“Around 50 chicks have been released into 
Omataroa forest and now there are regular 
sightings of kiwi, which is wonderful,”  
he said.

To date, the focus of the project has been 
the bio-diversity rich Puhikōkō Reserve, 
home to eastern brown kiwi, kereru 
and North Island robin. The project also 
manages the Te Repo o Ngākauroa Wetland 
restoration, which was initiated in April 
2019.

For Rayonier Matariki Forests, New Zealand 
operations – certified under the PEFC 
certification scheme for sustainable forest 
management – managing forestry activities 
sustainably is fundamental to day-to-day 
activities.

Certified by an independent third party 
certification body (SGS New Zealand Ltd), 
management of stakeholders, biodiversity, 
the forest ecosystem health and cultural 
values are embodied within the forest 
management plan – a key part of Rayonier 
Matariki Forests’ stewardship over the 
forest canopy.

One of Rayonier Matariki Forests’ core 
values is “look after the land – certification 
assists us through providing a framework 
to verify our performance in protecting 
the future productivity of our forests and 
ensuring the preservation of biodiversity, 
soil, water quality, cultural and community 
values”. 

Working with Omataroa Rangitaiki Trust 
No.2, the Department of Conservation and 
Bay of Plenty District Council, the project 
stands as a shining example of cross-
cultural conservation and this sustainable 
business model is now being used in other 
parts of the country.

Operation Nest Egg… a national program that 
involves removing vulnerable kiwi eggs and young 

chicks from the burrows until they can be safely 
returned to the wild without risk of predation.

‘Around 50 chicks have been released 
into Omataroa forest and now there 
are regular sightings of kiwi, which is 
wonderful’

Releasing a kiwi back into the wild.

From P12

On the cover: Ian Tarei, kiwi project manager for the Omataroa Rangitaiki Trust No.2 (Māori land) and has been involved with the project since its beginning 10 years ago.
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RESPONSIBLE Wood has 
scanned the world for 
positive stories from the 
forest. Meet Indonesian 
photographer Kurniawan 
Doni Wibowo, a runner up 
in our 2019 ‘Experience 
Forests, Experience PEFC’ 
photo contest.

Kurniawan tells us more 
about his photo ‘The Lush of 
Ecotourism Forest’ and why it is 
so important to take good care 
of our forests.

RW: How do you feel about 
forests, both professionally 
and personally?

KDW: Forests are very important 
to keep the balance between 
nature and human beings. Only 
if that natural balance is well 

preserved can we enjoy all the 
benefits that forests provide, 
such as fresh air, clean water, 
forest products, beautiful views 
and nice places to visit.

We can breathe the fresh air 
every day, even if we live in 
the city, because we have the 
forests. We also can build nice 
and stable buildings thanks to 
the forests and forest products. 
We can get away from the 
routine of the daily job because 
we have the beautiful, green 
forests. For me forests are the 
mother of nature.

RW: How did the forest inspire 
you to take your winning 
photo?

KDW: I wanted to share the 
beauty of the forest, and how 
the forest gives us everything. 
Whenever I see the green forest, 

I remember how lucky we are 
that we can still enjoy the 
benefits that forests provide.

I can’t imagine if someday in the 
future we or our children won’t 
have the forests anymore. It is 
our job to share with everyone 
in the world the advantage of 
having green forests, and to 
manage them, so generations 
to come can still enjoy all their 
benefits.

RW: What do you think about 
the work that an organisation 
such as PEFC does to care for 
forests?

For me, having organisations 
like IFCC (the Indonesian PEFC 
scheme) and PEFC is very good 
to help to keep the forests 
sustainable. We have to share 
and inform to whole world 
about the benefits of the forest 

and why we should take care of 
them. I really appreciate what 
PEFC and IFCC do to take care 
of our forest. Always keep our 
forest green!

About the contest

Responsible Wood’s 2019 
‘Experience Forests, Experience 
PEFC’ photo contest invited 
photographers and forest lovers 
to show us their best forest 
photos. The contest took place 
in 13 countries around the 
world, and we received photos 
of wonderful landscapes, 
wildlife and humans working 
and playing in the forest. From 
the thousands of photos we 
received, we chose our top 12 
images – all of which can be 
seen here at (site to come).

‘Forests are the mother 
of nature’

Photographer shares the beauty of trees in PEFC photo contest

‘The Lush of Ecotourism in the forest…  
‘Experience Forests, Experience PEFC’ photo contest runner-up.

Kurniawan  
Doni Wibowo
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FORESTS… the future is 
in our hands
My dream is to give my two daughters all my experiences and 
show them all my memories from times spent with nature

RESPONSIBLE Wood has 
scanned the world for 
positive stories from the 
forest. Meet Slovenian 
photographer Miroslav 
Mydlo, a runner up in 
the ‘Experience Forests, 
Experience PEFC’ photo 
contest.

He tells us more about his 
photo ‘Life on the Move’ and 
why the forest fascinates and 
inspires him.

Responsible Wood: How do 
you feel about forests, both 
professionally and personally?

Miroslav Mydlo: My attitude 
towards the forest is very 
positive. I always relax there and 

get positive energy from it. It’s 
my great inspiration for taking 
photos, because the forest is 
different in every moment, every 
season.

During my childhood, I spent 
a lot of time in the forests. My 
grandparents always explained 
to me why forests and nature 
are so important for the world. 
We went for walks there, 
collected herbs and mushrooms 
and discovered the fauna and 
flora around us. My dream is to 
give my two daughters all my 
experiences and show them 
all my memories from times 
spent with nature. Therefore, we 
spend a lot of time in the forest.

RW: In what way did the 
forest inspire you to take your 
winning photo?

Miroslav: I didn’t plan my photo. 
It was spontaneous. I was 
fascinated when I saw the  
tree and the children playing 
under it.

RW: What do you think about 
the work that an organisation 
such as PEFC does to care for 
forests?

Miroslav: We have our future in 
our own hands. We have to deal 
responsibly with nature and 
the forest. That is why I think 
all organisations working to  
protect and maintain forests  
are important – now and for 

future generations.

The PEFC photo contest invited 
photographers and forest 
lovers from around the world 
to show us their best forest 
photos – and again, we received 
thousands of stunning images 
… from trees, wildlife and 
landscapes to work and play in 
the forest.

National contests were run by 
PEFC members in 13 countries. 
The photos showed the 
sustainable beauty and diversity 
of forests worldwide.

Taking the photo was spontaneous. I was fascinated when  
I saw the tree and the children playing under it

Children at play under a tree…  
spontaneous photo in PEFC contest.
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Human faces 
in the forest 

and one 
man’s lasting 
love of trees

RESPONSIBLE Wood has scanned the 
world for positive stories from the 
forest. Meet José Daniel Cáceres, a 
forester for 40 years in Chile who has 
never lost his love for trees.

In this, the latest instalment in the PEFC 
‘Humans In the Forest’ video series, José tells 
us what the forests mean to him:

“Back then, we used oxen and horses for 
logging. Working in the forest was dangerous,” 
he remembers, thinking back to his first years 
in the job. 

“It was 15 years ago when everything started 
to become more modern. Today, we have 
safety equipment, better camps and better 
transportation.

“I like the forests because it’s so peaceful 
among them. When I’m in the forest I listen to 
the wind and the birds, and I feel free.”

Forests have given José a lot: experience, 
knowledge and a steady job.

“The forest has given me my salary to support 
my family, and to educate my children,” he 
says. “Thanks to the forest I have my house, 
my home.”

By harvesting trees for a living in a sustainable 
way, José Daniel works toward the UN 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 8: 
Decent Work and Economic Growth.

The rights of forest workers like José are at 
the heart of PEFC. PEFC certification does 
not only ensure that forest-based material 

comes from a sustainable source, but also 
protects the rights of workers along the entire 
production process.

All PEFC national standards include the 
commitment to equal treatment of workers 
and must be compliant with all fundamental 
conventions for worker rights of the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO).

Printed in Australia on PEFC-certified paper

José Cáceres returns from the forest 
to be greeted by his wife.

Chilean forest veteran José Daniel 
Cáceres has never lost his love for 
the forests.

PEFC roams the globe to film
positive outcomes of certification


